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role in that capacity is seen to be quite
as strongly marked as it has been shown
J;o be in her capacity as a producer and
the " universal provider" of the Empire.
For we have only to think of the value of such a market as that of India, the most progressive in character, and by far the greatest in area and population, of all the organized communities in the whole world.
Here we have a peaceful, law-abiding, industrious, thrifty, and highly intelligent population of 315,000,000 souls, only recently awakened to the full consciousness of civilized life in its Western sense, and rapidly improving its standard of living to a par with that of European nations. Fifty years ago literacy was rare, and largely confined to the priestly classes; to-day, there are more than 6,000,000 scholars in the 170,000 schools and colleges of the country; there are over 10,000 University students in the 170 colleges and five Universities of the land; and it is obvious that a generation so educated will form a people with